
SCHOOL QUIZ

MISSION

The History  
of Espionage

This mission introduces you to 
the world of espionage and the 
different methods and techniques 
deployed by spies over the years. 
Answer all the questions and  
decipher the secret message. 

age 11-16 I

Questions
Completing each task correctly reveals a letter. The letters 
add together to produce a secret message. Enter the letters 
in answer sheet 1. 

However, the message is coded! To decode it, you also have 
to answer a question to reveal the solution code. Good luck!
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ENCRYPTED MESSAGE

Enter the letters from your answers here – they make  
up an encrypted message. 

The clues are scattered throughout the exhibition 
on both floors of the museum. 

Answer sheet 2 provides instructions on how to  
decode the message at the code machine in the  
World War Two area. 
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Answer sheet Museum map

CODE MACHINE

Which trick did the Romans use to smuggle the  
secret of silk out from China?

A hollow walking stick

A wooden horse

Invisible ink

1

J

Z

R

Who developed the cipher disc in the 15th century?

Leon Battista Alberti

Giorgio Vasari 

Andrea del Sarto

2

M

I

T

Which institution did the French kings use to monitor 
correspondence in the 17th century?

Blanc Papyrus

Crèche Verte

Cabinet Noir 

3

S

P

U

What was the true name of Mata Hari, who spied  
for Germany during the First World War?

Miriam Helene Buam

Margaretha Geertruida Zelle

Elisabeth Maria Zeen

4

S

V

D
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Don’t forget: as an agent on a secret mission,  
you should move through the museum without 
attracting attention, so as not to blow your  
cover. Please address any questions to a member  
of staff who will be happy to help. But you will 
have to solve the puzzle yourself.

BLANK 



In which model of car was an infrared flash  
installed to enable night-time photography?

Wartburg 353

Lada Riva 2105

Trabant 601 S

11

U

K

L

5

Z

E

M

What was the name of the cipher machine  
used by the Third Reich?

Sigaba

TypeX

Enigma

Which object contained  
a hidden compass?

Pipe

A shaving razor

Pack of cards

6

R

S

L

What was the name of the East German 
intelligence agency? 

Geheime Staatspolizei (Gestapo)

Ministerium für Staatssicherheit (Stasi)

Organisation Gehlen (Org.)

7

S

L

B

Which intelligence agency issued its  
agents with lipstick cameras?

Stasi

BND

KGB

9

C

V

B

Which intelligence-gathering facility  
was located on Teufelsberg?

Ground Force One

Army Observatory

Field Station Berlin

8

G

U

I

What was the name of the containers used by the  
Stasi to hide secret information under water?

Buoy

Crab

Whale

10

X

R

E

What is the name of the famous bridge used 
for exchanging spies during the Cold War?

Bösebrücke

Glienicker Brücke

Oberbaumbrücke

12

V

A

Q

Which organization did Rainer Rupp (code name »Topas«)  
spy on for the Stasi? 

The Warsaw Pact

Echelon

NATO

13

B

P

M

Which object was allegedly used in the 
 poisoning of Georgi Markov?

A walking stick

A box of cigarettes

An umbrella

15

K

D

Z

Which technology was used to spy  
through walls?

Pinhole lens

X-ray glasses

Ultrasonic telescope

14

W

G

P

Where has the German BND (the foreign intelligence 
agency) had its HQ since 2019?

Cologne

Berlin

Munich

17

B

O

D

From which intelligence agency did the whistleblower  
Edward Snowden publish several secret documents?

National Security Agency (NSA)

Central Intelligence Agency (CIA)

Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)

19

Y

D

P

When was the doll »My Friend Cayla« banned because it 
could be used for espionage purposes?

2015

2020

2017

18

C

L

U

Which intelligence agency spread the AIDS-conspiracy theory?

MAD

KGB

GCHQ

16

J

Q

F

What was the name of the  
Soviet intelligence agency 1954–1991?
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Enter all the letters into our code machine in the  
World War 2 section. Answer the question to receive  
the three-digit solution code!

Set the rotors of the machine to the three letters  
of the solution code and the decoded message  
will appear.

Example: One of the three  
rotors was set here to the  
letter »U«.
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